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Welcome to

There is evidence that part of Ryton 
Wood dates back to the 11th Century 
and it may have been wooded since 
the last Ice Age. An indication of its 
history can be seen in the extensive 
network of ditches and banks, which 
formed ownership or management 
boundaries when the wood was used 
for building materials and firewood in 
medieval times.

Although part of Ryton Wood was lost 
to sand and gravel extraction in the 1960s, the wood 
is now being returned to its former glory through traditional 
practices, such as coppicing. This is combined with other 
sustainable management techniques to maintain a mix of 
habitats for wildlife. Coppicing involves cutting trees such 
as hazel at the base in winter, to encourage them to grow 
several straight stems, which can be used for fencing, tool 
handles, furniture and fuel. The practice has been in decline 
since the early 20th Century, but Warwickshire Wildlife 
Trust is keeping this ancient skill alive for the benefit of 
people and wildlife.

Over forty species of tree and shrub can be found in the 
wood. Of particular interest are the coppiced small-leaved 
limes, which reveal the wood’s ancient origins. The bright 
open rides provide extra light for plants such as 
yellow pimpernel and the common spotted orchid. 
Bluebells and bracken thrive in the large glades, and 
colourful displays of fungi emerge in the autumn. 
The wood supports a huge variety of insects, and 
is one of the best sites for butterflies and moths 
in Warwickshire. Species to be seen include the 
purple hairstreak and silver-washed fritillary.

This is one of Warwickshire’s largest semi-natural ancient woodlands, covering 85 hectares. 
It is designated as a SSSI as it is a good example of a lowland oak and hazel woodland.

 

Things to do
  Explore the wood on the waymarked Figure of 

Eight trail. The trail is 1.8 kilometres (1.1 miles) 
long and takes around half an hour.

  Feature Posts along the Figure of Eight trail reveal 
sites of ecological or historical significance, and 
act as a reminder to pause, look and listen.

  Listen out for the tell-tale drumming of the great 
and lesser spotted woodpeckers or call of the 
elusive cuckoo.

  Take a break on one of the carved seats in the 
wood and enjoy a picnic

  Dogs must be kept on a lead to avoid disturbing 
nesting birds.

Places to visit nearby
Bubbenhall Wood and Meadow 
Enjoy the contrast of ancient woodland and new 
meadow with ponds and pools. 1.2 kilometre 
(0.75 miles) or 20 minute walk from here.

Wappenbury Wood 
Large semi-natural ancient woodland, rich in plants and 
butterflies. 1.2 kilometres (0.75 miles) or 20 minute 
walk from here.

Brandon Marsh SSSI and Nature Centre 
Large pools, meadows and woodland provide habitats 
for a huge variety of wildlife. Visitor centre (fees apply), 
toilet facilities and car parking available. Four miles 
away. CV3 3GW.
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Loved it, treasure it, support it!
Support it vital to protect this wonderful place and its 

wildlife for future generations.
www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/support
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The Dunsmore Scheme Area

Welcome to Dunsmore Living 
Landscape, a precious slice
of countryside rich in wildlife
and accessible to all.

From the outskirts of Coventry
and Leamington over to the 
ancient Fosse Way, discover
a wooded heartland bursting
with life, linked by a network
of hedgerows and meadows.

Get up close to nature, immerse 
yourself in the past and fi nd your 
own connection to the landscape.

 Waymarked path
 Public footpath
 Bridleway

1 Ryton wood (SSSI)
2 Bubbenhall village
3 Bubbenhall wood
4 Bubbenhall meadow
5 Wappenbury wood

Bluebells at Ryton Wood 
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